34                THE   END   OF   BORLEY   RECTORY
Poltergeists devised many new "manifestations,5 all intended
to perplex, annoy, or injure the unfortunate residents of the
Rectory.
The household consisted of Mr Foyster, his wife Marianne,
and a little adopted daughter, Adelaide, who was about three
and a half years old at this period. There was also a little boy
of the same age. They were a most charming family, and I felt
sorry for them. Mr Foyster was a Cambridge man (Master of
Arts of Pembroke College), and, being a scholar, set about
keeping an orderly record of all the paranormal happenings that
occurred. He not only kept a diary, but also wrote up the major
portion of the disturbances, in narrative form, under the title of
Fifteen Months in a Haunted Housey as I have stated. I will include
some of his amazing experiences in a later chapter.
Having introduced ourselves, we examined the house from top
to bottom. I felt quite at home there and noticed few alterations,
except that the room over the porch had been turned into an
oratory or chapel, with altar, etc., and a stained-glass window.
WHAT A RELIC DID
After some refreshments we again examined the house. As
we reached the study an empty claret bottle was hurled down
the staircase well, smashing at our feet. At the same moment
one of the bells rang violently. We rushed upstairs again, but
could not account for the phenomena. Then a further outbreak
of bell-ringing, and small pebbles rattled down the stairs. Mrs
Foyster had retired to rest. Suddenly she called out in alarm.
We ran to her aid and found that she had been locked in her
bedroom, though, we were informed, the key had been missing
for a long time. Mr Foyster was not unduly alarmed, because it
was not unusual for his wife to be * miraculously' locked in in
that way. And he had another 'key' that would open the door.
Hp then fetched a relic of Jean-Baptiste Vianney, the saintly
Cure of Ars. We all knelt down in the passage (Mrs Foyster
kneeling on her side of the door), and the Rector reverently
recited a reliquary prayer. Then we all joined in saying the
Lord's Prayer, and as he touched the door with the relic we